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RALPH KINER, HOME RUN KING 


Ralph Hiner, heroic home 
run slugger of the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, is the most dynamic 
figure in baseball today! 

Pitchers cower as he comes 
to bat,and thousands cheer 
as he cannonades his mighty 
home runs. But, only a few 
years ago, he was a small boy, 
selling newspapers to support 
his widowed mother... the person 
who has done the most to help 


him in his rise to fame 
and fortune? 


GReleh hit more home runs Twice Ralph has hit four homers in 

in his first four major four consecutive times at bat! You bID 
league Seasons than any other a IT AGAIN, 
player in history, capturing RALPH! 
the home run crown four 
times In as many years. 
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Mr. Ki t i 
Shortly after Bvt Mita When Beth 


costs Z, ‘was three 
Lieutenant Ralph Macklin by 
= Teturned to { H 
ns home at, 
Santa Rita, a mining ! 
town in ~~) 
New Mexico! R 


There he met 
~ ae Sees 
ates SOM, 
‘who had Served 
overseas with the 
AEF and on Oct.27, 
1922, their lusty 


DON'T WORRY, MOTHER -- 
I'LL TAKE CARE OF 
WHY ARE YOu WE'RE ALONE, RALPH! YOU ALWAYS! 


CRYING, YOUR DADDY 
MAMA? IS DEAD! 


mother and son moved to Alhambra, 
of Los Angeles! There Mrs. Kiner 


ound work in @ hospital ! SAFE AT 


TILL BE NURSING ALL DAY, MRS. JONES! ) I WON'T, SECOND! 
DON'T LET RALPH OUT IN THE RAIN! _-/MRS. KINER! 
— 
*% 
a 


(a 


1 KNOW You 
WILL, RALPHIE f 


YOU WON'T BE SAFE 
IF YOUR MOTHER 
CATCHES yOu! 
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Te IS |) Oe ten cna 
ea | oer 


WAS Seve: POPUP! You'll 
vt his we TO DO BETTER 
, RALPH, iFTY z THAN THAT TO BEAT 
pesa] ie FhOW! WATCH \— THE BABE, 
eal BABE RUTH HIT . 
4 HIS FIFTIETH ME SOCK 
THERE'S YOUR | 
PAPER, 
MRS. O'BRIEN! 


Soft ball proved too ti 
jor 


d tame for Ralph. Tall At Bob's nearby home, Mr. Bodkin applied 
his he ancl his Onin, Bob Bo joined es i 
Be his age, he and is chon Bob Bodin ice packs to the swelling on Ralphs head. \ 
THERE, RALPH... GUESS Tit NEVER 
YOU'VE HAD ENOUGH HAVE ENOUGH 
BASEBALL, BASEBALL, 
t MR, BODKIN! 


GOOD Boy! BUT YOU NEED l] | For three years Mr. Bo 
SOME LESSONS. I USED TO 


and Bob on the corner lo 
PLAY SEMI-PRO MYSELF. 
TAKE MY GLOVE, RALPH. 


RALPH'S 
f DOING FINE 
PRACTICE WITH IT! Dap! 
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im Ralph was playing regular ball games 
in the Corner lot. One day... 


RALPH! & 


Fag 


wea: 3 
Ah ree 
 Ahtealh 


i 


WHY ARE YOU HOME 
EARLY, RALPH? I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE PLAYING 


After dinner, Mrs. Kiner left THIS BOY HAS THROWN you're tyinG! \] 
for the hospital! The THREE BASEBALLS THROUGH NO KID YOUR 
doorbell rang,.and... WINDOWS AT 33 GLENDALE ! Z AGE CAN HIT 
: 
RALEHIKINGSET AVENUE, SERGEANT! 


COME ALONG WITH 
see ME! 


ea 
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was left alone for a half-hour I DON'T REMEMBER THE STORY OF Y I WON'T HIT 
WANT TO HEAR CASEY AT THE BAT, RALPH? HOMERS AGAIN, 
SIT DOWN, RALPH! I WANT A Story! HE STRUCK OUT WITH THE QFFICER-EXCEPT 
gy ‘TOTELLYOUA / I WANT MY BASES FULL! SOMETIMES / WHERE THERE'S 

| . MOTHER / IT'S BETTER TO STRIKE NO WINDOWS 

OUT THAN TO SMASH pi = TO BREAK / 
OTHER PEOPLE'S 
INDOWS! 


One day, Ralph singled, stole 
ap never se oma Wie e catchers =a 
main was wild, easi : E 
Play hissy third! ¥, ‘A NATURAL! 

near the THERE GOES KINER 
apartment house! Rune ees 
Tustead he joined 
another amateur 
nine, Surprising 
his older team- 
mates with his 
Speed and 
intting. At 13 
he was tall for his 
with powerful 
arms and ax eagle 
eye! 


BASEBALL IS A WASTE I DON'T AGREE WITH 
OF TIME, RALPH! I WANT You, MRS. KINER! 
YOU TO BE A DOCTOR! MANY BALLPLAYERS 
MAKE MORE MONEY 
THAN DOCTORS OR 
LAWYERS! GIVE 
RALPH A CHANCE! 


THE YANKEES? 
BABE RUTH'S 
OLD TEAM? 


I'M BILL ESSICK, NEW YORK 
YANKEE SCOUT, RALPH! T'VE 
BEEN WATCHING YOU PLAY. 
YOU'RE ONLY THIRTEEN, BUT 
T'D LIKE YOU TO JOIN OUR 
YANKEE JUNIORS FOR 
SATURDAY GAMES! 
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Ors. Kiner reluctantly yielded! That THEY OUGHT TO BE! YounG \ JOLTING JOE'S PANTS? 
Saturday, Kalph reported to Manager Dan JOE DiMAGGIO, THE NEW wow! HOPE 
Crowley of the Junior Yanks in Los Angeles / YANKEE STAR, WORE THEM THEY FIT ME! 
AT THE STADIUM IN NEW YORK 
SAY, THEY'RE SNAZZY PANTS, LAST SEASON! 
MR. CROWLEY! 


And Joe DiMaggio's pants DID fit Ralph toa T! In his first Ralph entered Alhambra 
time at bat as sg Yartkee Junior he whaled a long drive! fi High School in September, 
1936! Fora year he was 
OVER THE FENCE! just another Freshman, 
A THREE-HUNDRED- Studying hard! Then, 
FOOT HOMER! 1 September, 1937... 


MA, IA A SOPH NOW! I'M 
GOING OUT FOR VARSITY TEAMS... 
FOOTBALL, BASKETBALL. 

AND ESPECIALLY 


BALL, RALPH! 


RALPH, I WISH BUT GEE, MOM, 
YOU WOULDN'T I HAVE TO DO 
PLAY SUCH A SOMETHING 
ROUGH GAME! / UNTIL BASEBALL 


Ralph's 68-yard run beat 
Whittier, 20 to 14! 
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Starring on the track team, Ralph sprinted, raced, 
broadjumped, hurled the javelin discus in the 
Southern California High School Pentathton! 
KINER SECOND 
Di is 


IN DiSCu 
THROW! 


The Alhambra Moors practiced Fret ge on the petteht field, 
As Alhambra coach, Bob Purce: ‘Manager Crowli 
of the Yankee Juniors watched -- . ny 

/ KINER HIT THAT ONE THREE 


Cathedral High arrived at Alhambra 
fora weaenice “phe with only 
eigh ayers! 
pene ONE oF our 
WHY NOT BORROW PLAYERS? THEY 
ONE OF OUR 


homer, 


Arica: and toe Singles 
heat Athamire.9 #08! 0 
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Tincoln High took a two- run lead in the third 


fourth, Seo of iA yital peut! But with two on in the 


& Screaming liner over — 


Lincoln edged ahgad by one rant 
? Then with Sarl Chambers, 


~ Chambers slid home 
Safely with the tying 
run, Dut -- 


With the score still tied and Ral, 
ph was me Passing four Lincol: 
pleas ach areal one batters in i the next two tantugs! Died But 


ak ‘as he made his way. With men on bases ~~ 


“at 


pitched 11 ik // 
“ts ee “beatae Sree 
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That fall, Harry Johnston, a 
close family Tpiend, drove 
Ralph to Los Angeles! 


1 WOULDN'T PLAY THANKS FOR 
FOOTBALL OR BASKET- \ THE ADVICE, 
BALL THIS YEAR IF 

I WERE YOU, RALPH! 
STICK TO BASEBALL 


Baich Int a 
thunderous .406 
at Alhambra in 
1938! He 
couldn't get 
enough ball under 
his belt... ag 


kind of ball! 
In September 
he wanted to be 
& Red Grange, 
in December a 
Nat Holman, in 
March a 
Babe Ruth! 


‘ 


ae Ralph crashed a sarees double 
to score the winning run 


Bi and stronger than ever, Ralph pounded home 
vuxs in almost every game for Alhambra High 1 1939! 


MR. JOHNSTON! 


d second base 
im! With fie score. 


tied 2 gine’ in the deciding game can 


YO Season... 


Ralph began to study basebal 

Seriously, recording details of oF 

game in a looseleat notebook! Aft 

each home run he visited the 
school gymnasium! 


WHAT DO THOSE \THAT'S’HOW 1 KEEP 
MARKS MEAN, ) TRACK OF MY HOMERS! 
RALPH? I'VE HIT ELEVEN 
$O FAR THIS 
SEASON! 
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fSrarked by Ralph's boo fee 
7 al ba that. 


— 
I PROPOSE A TOAST To - (| 
OUR HERO, ALHAMBRA’'S : } 
BABE RUTH-- RALPH = | 
KINER.! 1 NOMINATE 
RALPH FOR BASEBALL «= Leg Se 
CAPTA /; ves 


aA aA 
Major league scouts visited Alhambra fe; 
Y) as the 1940 practice season began! (( oie ‘OH, uUST To 


PY, 
WATCH A BASEBALL 
i MY MAN? WHERE ARE WE 
ssaiies BARE HERMAN! Son USED 70. GOING, MR. HERMANT bebe MADE, 
I WANT TO TALK HIT HOMERS FOR a ee 
{ TWevovcers, }iJ ANA ‘ 
DIDN'T YOUT " 


THIS IS THE WAY TO \ I PLAYED HERE ralpl ged from the tunnel, they | 
THE BALL FIELD, ON THE SACRED ballplayer -- 


RALPH! HEART TEAM, 
MR. HERMAN! WHY, HELLO, BABE! 
MEET RALPH KINER, 
A KID WHO MAY BREAK 
YOUR HOMER RECORD 


AND THE GRACEFUL 
WAY HE SWINGS! 


ANO HE HASN'T 
PLAYED BALL 
FOR YEARS, 
MR. HERMAN! 


7 YOu'vE GOT THE 
WRISTS AND ARMS 

THAT MAKE A HOME RUN HITTER, 
RALPH! PLAY AS MUCH BASEBALL 
AS POSSIBLE! PRACTICE 
MORNINGS, AFTERNOONS 

AND EVENINGS! YOU'LL 

GET THERE SOME DAY! 


Against Glendale High, Ralph 
doubled four times 1" four 
times at bat! 


THIS IS WHERE 
I CAME IN! 


and Herman to the batting 
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Gf rzilled by his meeting with his boyhood hero, the immortal 

Bambino, Ralpk followed Ruth 
cage where scenes were being filmed for “Pride of the Yankees,” 
the movie i:fe story of Lou Gehrig. 


iF T COULD 
ONLY HIT 
LIKE THAT! 


Spurred by his seeting with Babe Ruth, Ralph 
played brilliantly as Alhambra’'s season began! 


Then, against Mark Keppel High, Ralph starred at shortstop 


for eight innings. In the ninth, he took the mound, fanning 
the next three batters to win the Championship game! 
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1 STILL THINK YOU 
SHOULD STUDY 
HERE'S SOME MEDICINE, RALPH! 
MORE TELEGRAMS, BASEBALL'S JUST 
RALPH! GEE, YOU'RE \ A GAME! 
POPULAR ! 


AGAIN, 
RALPH! 


; In his next game, Ralph had 
A few minutes later... another Dig Sey. Crashing four 
THE NEW YORK \ I'VE ALWAYS WANTED I WANT TO SIGN RIGHT NOW, MA! hits, including @ homer and 
YANKEES WILL \TO PLAYON BABE | YOU'VE WORKED DAY AND NIGHT FOR /| @ double! 
GIVE YOU EIGHTY | RUTH'S OLD TEAM, A YEARS TO SUPPORT ME! NOW 
DOLLARS A MR. ESSICK! I WANT TO SUPPORT - 
MONTH AND YOU -- BY PLAYING YOU'RE A 
COLLEGE DON'T BE WONDERFUL SON, 
TUITION, HASTY, RALPH! RALPH, BUT -- 

RALPH! LET'S TALK £ f LET's Warr! 
THINGS OVER ‘ 
JOGETHER! 


r the game, Harry Johnston, T'VE BEEN SECRETLY WATCHING ) BUT MY MOTHER 


j the 
Kiners' old fami iend, stopped Ralph! \ YOU PLAY FOR FOUR YEARS, DOESN'T WANT ME TO 
- “eal ls A RALPH! THE PIRATES WILL ‘\PLAY PROFESSIONAL 
WAIT A MINUTE, RALPH! | \HELLO, MR. JOHNSTON! PAY YOU A BIGGER BONUS ) BASEBALL, MR. THURSTON! 
I WANT YOU TO MEET HOLLIS ) HOW Do YOU DO, THAN ANY OTHER BIG 
THURSTON, PITTSBURGH MR..THURSTON? LEAGUE TEAM! 
PIRATE SCOUT! 
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It was a fine dinner and "Sloppy" Thurston, 


Ralph invited Thurston and Johuston to 
9: dinner that night! ( as the Pace — was ary: wold baseball 
— ae Stories until far in the night. Mrs. Kiner 
MAYBE OTHER TEAMS 1 LiKE =I f iy 
HAVE MORE PENNANTS left for the hospital where she was working axd.., 
1) MR. y + | [HERE'S THE PIRATES’ OFFER, ) I KNOW TLL MAKE 
+_| | RALPH -- A BIG LEAGUE GOOD, MR. THURSTON! 
CHANCE TO PLAY BIG TEAMS WITH BIG| | TRIAL NEXT YEAR... THREE 
LEAGUE BALL N'A FARM, SYSTEMS | | THOUSAND DOLLARS NOW AND 
YEAR OR TWO. KEEP BOYS IN FIVE THOUSAND MORE IF YOU 


THE MINCRS 
FOR YEARS. 


BUT WE'LL GIVE YOU A 


ZB 
Y} And the next after: TILL MAKE You 
EVEN HAPPIER, 


CONGRATULATIONS, RALPH! HARDLY WAIT IT WAS WRONG WHEN 
YOU WILL REPORT TO THE FOR THAT DAY, I TOLD YOU NOT TO BECOME MOTHER, WHEN 
PIRATES’ TRAINING CAMP AT MR. THURSTON! A BALLPLAYER, RALPH! I MAKE Goop! 
SAN BERNADINO NEXT NOW I'M SO HAPPY, 
SPRING, RALPH! DEAR! 


Later that week, Ralph took his mother for a walk! They paused 
house on one of Alhambra’s most beautiful streets! 


A MOTHER COULD his Season with 
BONUS CHECK! HAVE! Alhambra ix a blaze 
of glory, batting a 
miraculous .s76! 
He was a member of 
the Southern California 
All-Star High School 
team and played semi- 
pro ball that summer! 
During the winter he 
batted.520 on the 
undefeated CYO team 
and was in fighting tring 
when February, 1941, 
rolled around! 
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On February 24,1941, Ralph joined other ¢ 

Pivate rookies at the San Bernadino training i LIKE A REAL 
i wey sai! Frank Frisch began SPEED, FIND, FRANKIE! 
workor 


To =e HOW rast You 
IS CAN RUN FROM 
lid TO THE 


Iu his first batting drill, Ralph 
belted three balls over the 
distant fence! 


AND LOOK AT HIM SLUG THAT 
BALL. TOO GREEN 
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I KNOW YOU WANT TO PLAY 
IN THE BiG LEAGUES AS SOON 


YET, THOUGH ! 


Eager to make good in his professional debut, 

Ralph hit ata bad ball in his first time up 
N against Binghamton ! 

° 


I GOT IT! THEY THROW 
CURVES IN THIS 
LEAGUE, KiD! 


Emerson Roser, clever Binghamton 
hurler, retired the next eight Senators 
to face him, fanning the first two men 


in the twelfth. Manager Specs 
Torporcer approached Ralph. 


DON'T BITE AT ROSER'S] ROSER HASN'T 
TRICKY SLOW STUFF, / THROWN ME A 
RALPH! WAIT FOR FAST BALL YET, 
HIS FAST BALL! MR. TORPORCER! 


AS POSSIBLE, RALPH, BUT B, 
YOU NEED MORE lalph journeyed 
EXPERIENCE! I UNDERSTAND, across the 
Bn 10m hese condiment fo 
y Barnewell, S.C, camp 
of the Albany 
Senators of the 
New England League. 
There, in a practice 


Game, he hit two 
homers, 


Albany scored early, but in the ninth 
Binghamton rallied and tied the game, 3to3! 
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Ralph reahzed now that this 
wasn't Itke high sckool baseball! 
Play was faster, pitchers smarter, 
the Stakes higher! To steady his 
nerves, he catied for time out! 


Raiph's three -hundred- eighty-five -foot homer, his fi 
organized baseball, A 2 ie ig Albany, 4 Wee) . 


After the game, Ralph Ey, ~<a ISN'T THAT.JUST 
dressed quickly and NO, T WANT LIKE RALPH! 
MY MOTHER 
SHALL T SEND THIS 70 GET IT 
AS A NIGHT LETTER, RIGHT 
MR. KINER? 


GRU, Ralph offen Failed fo WE Tow | (| But Raph had Ri tr Homme 
i ”| ? g 6 
outside curves, and worked ha y Ralph's Record- 


on his weakness! B IT WENT FOUR , 
HUNDRED FEET. ; 1941: 
Pits ys: 
Doubles __ 
Triples 
Home Runs 
Runs Batted Im 66 
Cnet Sar Slugging Average — .416 
pile S| | Batting Average —.279 


a te c E 
“WT In an August game against |p 
\e Hartford, Roh wade | 

< six consecutive hits! b 


— 
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A wit I time, | | Two days later, against Hartford, Ralph hit 
kitting @ homer in the season's against his first grand slam home run! 


ry , 
Pesan YOU HIT THE 
JACKPOT, 


a LOOK! KINER 

TAGGED ONE! RALPH! 
i : see, 
Inspived by Ralvh’s power hitting. 


Albany won the Eastern Leag Ralph's Record 
for 1942: 


MAKES NO DIFFER! f. : 
WHERE HE PLAY: a . —=|| Hits 124 
Dovbles____ ae 
Triples 7 
Home Runs Vue 
Runs Batted In —. 15° 
Slugging Average-.428 
Batting Average — .257 
¥ Tied for Second Place 
xx Led League 


The baseball season was over, but 
other fields grimmer orp ei a ne ceabe sae laGh: Rel 
Je westward 1H ei : . i 
Journeyed ah BUT FIFTEEN HUNDRED OTHERS SIR -- JUST MAKE 
WE'VE GOT TO WIN THIS > HAVE ALREADY SIGNED UP! 'T SOON! 
ONE, TOO... AND I'M ¥ WE'LL NOTIFY YOU WHEN 
GOING TO DO MY . WE NEED you / 
RECRUITING 
STATION 


” 


® 


~ 
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T WISH I COULD \ THAT'S EXACTLY THE 
JOIN UP RIGHT WAY YOUR FATHER FELT 
AWAY, MOTHER! ) IN 1917, RALPH! BY THE 
WAY, A LETTER CAME FOR 
YOU FROM PITTSBURGH / 


BIG NEWS! THE PIRATES 
ARE MOVING ME UP TO 
TORONTO NEXT SPRING! 


In February, 1943, 
Ralph trained 
at the Pirates’ 
wartime Camp 
at Muncie, 
Indiana, 
then joined the 
Toroxto Maple 
the 


Iuternational 
ue! 
His hitting i 
practice was 
Sensational / 


Ralph's drive bulleted four hundred 
feet over the fence and hit the 

roof of the Air Force barracks, the 
longest hit ever seen in Toronto! 


YES, SIR -- 
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Batting over .300, Ralph was coming into his own 


as ahitter, splashing singles, doubles, triples ~ i 
as well as home runs! MOTHER? I'VE BEEN ORDERED THERE GOES 
TO REPORT TO THE NAVY IN OUR PENNANT! 
JUNE! YIPEE! IT's 
ABOUT TIME! 


| In the eighth inning that day, Ralgh ba 
| baseball farewell with a mighty round 
| tripper ! : 


KINER'S 
LAST HOME 


Ralph reported for boot || Winning his Eusign's stripe, j is as a pilot ofa Navy. 
training at San Luis Ratvh was assigned to the with a thirteen-man crew, Ralph hunted 
Obisvo, California... bomber patrol from Diawond : _ down. Japanese Submarines over the vast 
SED MEN TOLD THE CECTINY, Head near Honolulu in 1944!|| Pacific! 


OF OUR NATION IN YOUR HANDS! ]]] TAKE OFF AT 1400, ENSIGN! 
IT'S UP TO YOU TO CRUSH PROCEED DUE SOUTH AT A 
THE POWER OF THE CONSTANT SPEED OF 300, 
ENEMY'S FLEET! THEN PILOT HER EAST 
AFTER TEN MINUTES! 
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MOTHER -- I'M FoR THE f Fe eke: ting os Boe ae ae 
JOINING THE PIRATES \ PIRATES; _ the Pivate camp! He s 
was AT SAN BERNADINO) YOU MEAN! Safeties against Hott wood ! nae an 
long wav was NEXT Were oN | later against the White Sox... - 
over! Raloh had : 
taken his duties 
Seriously. 
He had not 
played a single 
game of ball 
thirty months. 
That winter, he 
got into shape as 
outfielder on a 
Semi-pvo team. 
and 1% February 
eagerly awaited 
Ais return 
to baseball! 


Al t 
HE MUST HAVE 
THE HOME RUN ~ 
PATENTED / 
ay 


Four innings later, Ralph boomed another 
homer! He drove 1n ten runs that day, 
two less than the all-time record 
as Pittsburgh won, 23 to3! 


the exhibition tour ended, beri tis ; y A few minutes later... \( 7 I'l COOK AND Me 
ied Pi i (¢ Frisch: FOR HIM MYSELF, 
queried Pirate Manager Frankie Frisch, Til ElaD RALPH'S GING Pais Sloe 
WHAT ABOUT \ KINER'S MADE THIRTY-FOUR TO PITTSBURGH, MR. FRISCH! KEEPS ON HITTING 
KINER? WILL HE \HITS IN SIXTY-FIVE TIMES AT BUT WHO'LL COOK HOME HOME RUNS! 
BE A REGULAR, BAT, AND HE'S HITTING .523 MEALS FOR HIM AND DO 
W FRANKIE? / ON THIS TOUR! HE'S MY Dos 


REGULAR CENTER FIELDER. i Ne 
’ KRQy¥ 
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On April 16, 1946, Ralph entered a big league|| The Pirates opened their home season at Forbes 
hall park for the first time. and played his|| Field on April 19! Before the game, Pittsburgh 
fans argued about Ralph Kiner, the Pirates’ prize 


first big league game! At St. Louis:-. 
rode: AW, KINER'S YOU'RE DEAD WRONG! 
YOU'RE PLAYING Z UUST ANOTHER FLASH IN) SOMEDAY HE'LL BREAK 
BIG BOYS NOW, THE PAN! HE STRIKES / BABE RUTH'S HOMER 
ROOKIE! eae = OUT TOO MUCH } RECORD! i 
‘ i pe ] aif srt rio 
| = BLEACHERS 


Howie Pollet, Card southpaw ace, fanned 
| Kalvh in the first and again in tie ard! 


WS Ss 
Lt the next tuning... TC 2678 08, 
You BUM! /) GR 


GET A 
BASKET, 


KEEP YOUR CHIN I DON'T BLAME THEM, And the very next day, as Ralph faced Howie 
UP, RALPH! SOMEDAY MR. FRISCH! I'M PLAYING Pollet again... KE 


YOU'LL MAKE THEM AWFUL BALL! BUT I'M 


EAT THEIR Boos! NOT QUITTING! 
eIR ON eee ~ 
Na 


Hits 
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That first homer was txcdicq-| | In the third, Raleh || And in the seventh, Ral 
tive of @ great career to lined a 390-foot double! cleared the voor ix ag ba ee 


Ohi flee at ibe Park. for his second homer of the day! 


Philadelphsa with three [aN cee FOUR HUNDRED FEET! 
Pirates on base in the first, iN THAT SHOULD Pontes 


Hiner rocketed his first | 
ae eee grand slam oe 


JACKPOT “fi 
HOMER FOR 


Tong suffering Pirate fans perked up | | In New York, Ralph met Tied with Mize ix late September 
as Ralph went on a@ batting spree : ee Jeinety Mice: the aeane Bese cay, ‘ 
tonal League's home alph invade ets Field, la 
perce eee ee ey Nipegat o aa of the boisterous Dodgers! ed 


"RINER HITS 7 HOMERS IN \ BUT WE'RE YOU MEAN 

16 DAYS! MAY BREAK PIRATE) STILL IN THE } | YOURE GIVING ME\Z WAS! a es eS pS 
i 00D Fi VE BEEN IN 

SEASON RECORD! SECOND a NEDES HIGGLEBY, oak TRYING! 


: y IVISION! MY TITLE, RALPH! 7 AN AWFUL 
KINER'S My BOY! be PIISIONS 14 ‘SLUMP LATELY, 
ee : JOHNNY! EBBETS FWELD 


THE BUM YOU'RE THE NEW 
DIDIT! HOME RUN KING, 


Balph's Record 
for 1946: 
Champion Home Run 
Hitter of the 
National League. 
Hit at least one homer 
in each league park. 
Broke Pirates‘ club 
record of 22 set by 
Johuny Rizzo tn 1938. 
Hits 
Doubles 
Triples 
Home Runs 
Runs Batted In-—— 81 
Slugging Average —.430 
Batting Average —.247 


o wrens O 


ae SN 
PIRATES IN BIG 
SHAKEUP 
Billy Werman New Manager; 
Greenberg Bourht tor esti 


and youthful Ralph eng: 


a friendly hitting battle the next day! 


YOUR HIT'S GOING 
FIFTY FEET FARTHER 
THAN MINE DID, 


[ After practice, Hank said = "A 
look your best, Kalph-- some. 


fans will think of 


tailor. * 


LIKE THIS — | 
SUIT, HANK? fe 


lways 
day the | 
a as therr ideal 
on the field and off. Let's go to my 


WHAT DO YOU 
THINK OF YOUNG 
KINER, HANK? 
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IT'S ABOUT 
TIME! 


‘When Ralph reported at the Pirate: 
Miami Beach training camy tn 
Marck, 1947, he found anew friend = 
the mighty Hank Greenberg, = 
home run terror of the American Seague! 


YOU'VE GOT THE wy I HOPE T'LL BE 
OF A IN YOUR Ctass 
SOMEDAY, ad 


NOT QUITE, RALPH ~STAND CLOSER TO 
THE PLATE! RELAX....eVEN WITH TWO 
STRIKES ON YOU, YOU CAN STILL HITA 
HOMER. MAKE THE bea | PITCH 


_d | e 
As the Pirates opened the HE'LL DRIVE IN ONE 
1947 season at Forbes Field, HUNDRED RUNS THIS 
YEAR, AND SOMEDAY 


HE'LL BREAK THE BABE’S 
Seer RECORD IN 
= i} 
Bel ONE SEASON! 
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Aud Ralph soon lived up to Hank's (Rak i i 

: “sk ph became the idol of Ralph had to hive a secretary 
lowing prediction. Between June ittsburgh bobby soxers! at 

God oi he aialihed, topes HOMES 120 ony by seers aan es — 

by July.4, he was season's D AN! 

Sensation -- nineteen circuit Ee Wen 0 paremeonee 


tlouts in seventy games! Hi Tr CERTAINLY 
i POPULAR! 


On July 24, Ralph hit two home ruus. The second one, his 
twenty-fourth, broke his own Pirate record, made in 1946. f 


Ralph was now Second only to 
Johnny Mize in the home run derby. 
He was walloping the shorter hits, 

to0, hitting .321 with fifty-seven 
runs batted in! 


Yet, in New York, Big Jawn Mize was | On August /5, Ralph was still four 

pounding homers at ax even faster clip! behind Mize! As he waited for hi 
Frakes TWENTY-EIGHT, " in_the fist Inning against Card twirler 
? ' = NGE?... 
JOHNNY! KINER WILL George Munge: I'LL BE TRYING 
WILT AT THIS YOU OUGHT TO iy ALL THE WAY, 

ae MURDER THAT . 
FAST BALL OF 
MUNGER'S 


RALPH KINER, HOME RUN KING 
And Ralph did ter off y Hone nthe: he 


thundered two 


WE WANT A HomER! j 
WE WANT A HOMER: § + 
WE WANT A HOMER, RALPy/ 


mitin 

times 

try 

z 5 L, THIRTY-NINTH! 


And PP) sed Reos clvere, dna delivered, dyna 9 si 2 Ar 
homers. In three official at EXTRA! xiner 
y bat he crashed three round trippers! /f DRIVES IN HUNDREDTH 
RUN! KINER HITS 


By September 10, Ralph had fallen st1i 
behind Mize! In a downtown Pittsburgh street... 


KINER WILL NEVER YES, LOOKS ; 
CATCH JOHNNY! LIKE MIZE IS 


RALPH'LL 
WIN-- 

You'Le 
SEE! 


Ralphs feat tied Lou Gehrigs record of 
ur homers in four at-bats, Ty Cobb's 
ive homers in two games, Tony Lazzeni's 
$x homers in three games and seven 
: in four games! 


RALPH KINER, HOME RUN KING 


d Larry Jansen, iat Giants’ “And in OH 
that a In the - FORTY: THREE 


FOR RALPH! 
NIMBER. ) JIMMINY! ( 


Before the twin dill 
Braves the next day... 


socked 
BeAr ni PIE A PH! Creve dts the dhind inn 
4 LI 
Cusronen, pener ! 
THE TICKET, 
— RALPH! KEEP 


HE'S. e 
q/?; is PUNCHING! 
Wx 5 

te C) 


Iph staged the greatest power-hitting display a Ralph had only started! On the next 
aa eli in the Second game -. Aifee homers fe edioved pa pitchers for two 2 
in three successive times at bat! oy) ig Pom clouts to pass Mizé / . 


Slugging Kalph's awesome 
hitting Sent him into a tie 
with the mighty Mize at 
forty-seven homers apiece! 


RALPH KINER, HOME RUN KING 


YOU CAN STILL BEAT BUT THAT'S 
RUTH'S RECORD. YOU A MIGHTY. 
ONLY HAYE TEN BIG TEN! 
To Go! 


Records Smashed 
by Ralph, 
September 10 and 11,1947, 


Tied Foxx’s four homers in 
double header. 
iain tied Lazzeri's six 
homers in three games, 
Tied Mize's season record : 
twice hitting three homers 
in game, 
* Most times two home runs or 
more in a game ————___.10 
Most home runs in four 
Consecutive games 
Tied Ruth's record most home runs 
in two consecutive days ___. 6 
* Most home runs tome nest - 
i en games. 
x Most total bases double header” 19 
(* NATIONAL LEAGUE RECORD ONLY ) 


A 


5 = = - On September 18, Ralph became a baseball’ 
But big Be Mize wee, Sti0) Very mene tH oe immortal! His fifty home runs had been equalled 
ae sit? si c only by the great Bambino, Jimmy Foxx, Hack 
CIYCUTE® THAT'S FORTY-NINE Wilson -- avd Ralph's pal and teacher-- 
FOR YOU, JOHN. YOU'RE Hank Greenberg! 
ALL EVEN WITH 


Although Ralph was deliberately walked by Card 
pitchers three times on September 23, he blasted Ralph's Thrilling 
No. 52! Toy teap 1947 Record: 
MIZE BY ONE, ecord: 

RALPH! Fi 
i Hits 


Doubles - 3 ee 
Triples oot 
Home Runs ___mt_=-__s Six 
Runs Batted In 127 
Total Bases ______ 36 )ax 
Putouts —________. 390s 
SLUGGING AVERAGE __ 639xx 
Batting Average 33 


Yet two days later, Mize also hit No. $1-- and shared 


the National League homer title with the 
; sensational rookie! : 


¥ Tied for League Lead. 
x* Led League. 
xxx Led League Outfielders, 


RALPH KINER, HOME RUN KING 


b , 1948, aS | | YOU'LL NEVER HAVE When Ralph reported for 1948 
‘was about t leave | | TO HURRY AGAIN~ |” 245), > Spring training, he met Bill Meyer, 
For the eta where she was | | THiS CAR'S YOURS / Voy age new manager of be Pirates! 
fill HUPSING 20. AND YOU'RE THE MOST CIS HARTES 


COME WITH ME, \ BUT, RALPH, Tpeeaai WONDERFUL HOW YOU SMACK 
MOTHER. 1-WANT ) I HAVE TO Tie MOeET THOSE HOMERS ! 
TO SHOW YOU HURRY! E 

SOMETHING! 


I GRIP MY BAT, BILL, I TAKE A STRAIGHTAWAY 
WITH WRISTS AND ELBOWS } OPEN STANCE, ALIGNING 
AWAY FROM MY BODY. MY FEET MIDWAY BETWEEN 

1 USE A THIRTY-FivE- / THE CHALK LINES. L STRIDE 
OUNCE ASH BAT, FORWARD ON THE PITCH 
THIRTY - FIVE ABOUT SEVEN {NCHES, 
INCHES LONG! WEIGHT EVENLY 
BALANCED ON 
EACH FOOT! 


T SWING SLIGHTLY UPWARD, HITTING UNDER THE BALL, THEN 
FOLLOWING THROUGH. AT THE LAST MOMENT, MY WRIST-SNAP 
ADDS POWER TO MY BODY PIVOT. 
AS HANK GREENBERG 
SAYS : "BE ALERT 
BUT RELAXED"! 


THEN I SHIFT MY WEIGHT ON MY LEFT 
FOOT, BRINGING MY BAT AROUND IN A 
QUICK SWING! I MEET THE BALL IN 

FRONT OF THE PLATE ~ TO PULL IT 
TOWARD LEFT FIELD! 


RALPH KINER, HOME RUN KING 


Despite the 
" Kiner Shift," Ralph 
lambasted a grand 
Slam homer in the 
opening game against 
Cincinnats! 
By July 4, hehad 
hit No. 20. 
The following day, 
he hit three homers 
for the third time 
in his brief career, 
@ new record | 


On August 27, Ralph had crashed 
thirty-five to Mize's thirty-one ! 
Y I'VE GOT A FEELING I'M ~ ~ 
BEING FOLLOWED! LAY YOUR TEMPERATURE'S \ HECK -- AND RIGHT 
101.2, RALPH! YOU'VE SMACK IN THE MIDDLE 


GOT THE FLU/ OF THE HOME RUN 


Despite Ralph's illness, he PLEASE, KALPH, \ ALL RIGHT, Ralph had not held a bat ix his. 5 
wees on os road spins es COME ON OUT! I uIMMY = hands for a week, but, with the 
irates. They were trailing, WANT TO SEE YOU J Tit TRY ¢ connected / = 
tn tea) against Fie Cbs” BEAT JOHNNY $7 Gop You! bases loaded, he connected 
on September 10... 


RUNTOTHE \7% OKAY, 
CLUBHOUSE, MR. MEYER 
BOY! ASK aS 3 [| 


KINER IF HE'S fy N 
WELL ENOUGH 
TO PINCH: 


EZ 
“ie Ralph's thirty.ninth homer crushed 
the Cubs, 13 to 12! Despite his illness, 


he finished the 1948 season again 
up ee Md with Mize with forty homers! 


RALPH KINER, HOME RUN KING 


As the ing roll und... 
Baiph's 1948 


Record: 


Hits ______ 147 
Doubles 19 
Triples 5 
Home Runs _. 40« 
Runs Batted In — 123 
Total Bases —_. 296 
SLUGGING 
AVERAGE —_.533 
Batting Average _.265 
# TIED WITH MIZE FOR MAJOR 
LEAGUE HOMER HONORS 


_ Ralph lost no time in his 1949 home run drive, exploding 
a grand slam four-bagger in the opening game against the Reds! 


Got! THEY'LL NEED A 
WHAT LOCOMOTIVI 


d Ralph was pate shorter hits, 


league with a 


! On May 16, he led 
average: ~ 
THITS FOR IT'S LOT'S EASIER BEING 
HITS FOR i 
RALPH ON YOUR SIDE, RALPH! 
TODAY! 


RALPH KINER, HOME RUN KING 


Haiph sank the Dodgers, 8 to 6,on July 19, Halph's fortieth homer went over the centerfield 
driving i five runs with las J haa ong B05 
aud twenty-sixth homers.’ 


wall at Wrigley Field, Chicago,.on September 3... 
THERE HE GOES T SEE HIM Ce 


AGAIN, JACKIE! ROUNDING SECOND 
IN My SLEEP! 


a oR, \ Tenet ade See eee see ui 2 
pe Ses cae «putting him only three behind Babe 
eu oh tad Ruth's 1927 record of that day! 

Jn his last two times at bat on September 17; ‘And in his next two times at bat, on 
A \ Ralwh socked his forty-fifth and forty- September 13, against the Phils... | 
— sixth against the Cubs! This Is 3 Sea : 
| GETTING 

£ ns 


im i sty fe MONOTONOUS! 


st 
TWICE 


THERE'S THE GREATEST Ralph's Super- Record 
HITTER IN THE WORLD - + 1949- 
TODAY! 
Hits 
Doubles 
Triples 
Home Runs _______ 54 
Total Bases ________ 36 
Runs Batted In __ 127* 
SLUGGING AVERAGE _ .658« 
Batting Average + 31Dee 
« Led League 


1947 record with his egue. 
ber 21, ending the season « * Fifth in League, 


JRALPH KINER, HOME RUN KING 


As soon as the season ended, Ralph A 
thought of his beloved mother, who 


had toiled so hard for him during 
the years when he was an unknown, 
“untried rookie! 
7 HELLO, MOM... 
I’M FLYING 
HOME TONIGHT! 


NOBODY COOKS 
LIKE YOU, 


AND NOBODY 
HAS A BETTER 
SON THAN YOU, 


Comer YOU HAVEN'T 


I'VE BEEN WAITING 


x hour later, FOR YOU, BOYS LOT AND SHOW US HOW )OUR TEAM AGAIN 
the doorbell rang! AND GIRLS! TO HIT HOMERS, THIS WINTER? 
It was the children, RALPH ! 
the kid fans who 
love Ralph not 
only for his heroic 
deeds on the diamond, 
but for the warmth 
of his friendly 
smile! 


COME DOWN TO THE oak YOU MANAGE 
Ww 


7G | 


The story of Ralzh Kiner does not end here. At only twenty-seven, he is the greatest 
living batsman, his feet firmly set on the path to Baseball's Hall of Fame! Will he break 
Ruth's record some day? Those who know him best say he cannot fail! 


